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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action in response to application no. 09/802,039 in which 
claims 1-31 are presented for examination. 



5 Claim Objections 

Claim 19 is objected to because of the following informalities: there is 
insufficient antecedent basis for the limitation in the claim. 

Claim 19 recites the limitation "the user" in line 4 of the claim. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

10 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

1 5 (e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 

United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

20 

Claims 1-2, 6-9, 11-12, 14, 16-18, 20-22, 25-27, and 29-31 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bowden, III et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,717,567). 

Regarding claim 1, Bowden, III et al, teaches a digital picture frame comprising: a 
wireless component configured to receive, from a source, a digital image via a wireless 
25 transfer (col. 2, lines 30-32); a memory, coupled to the wireless component, to store 
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received digital image (col. 2, lines 44-49); and a display device, coupled to the memory, 
to display the stored digital image (col. 2, lines 33-34 and lines 44-49). 

Regarding claim 2, Bowden, III et al. teaches a controller (processor), coupled to 
the memory, configured to identify which of a plurality of images stored in the memory 
5 are to be displayed on the display device (col. 3, lines 50-58). 

Regarding claim 6, Bowden, III et al. teaches a controller (processor), coupled to 
the wireless component, configured to receive a new digital image request (interrupt) 
from a wireless device external to the digital picture frame (col. 2, lines 35-41), and to 
manage reception of the new digital image from the wireless device (col. 2, lines 34-35; 
10 Fig. 4; col. 3, line 59-col. 4, line 16). 

Regarding claim 7, Bowden, III et al teaches a source comprises a digital camera 
(col. 3, lines 5-10). 

Regarding claim 8, Bowden, III et al. teaches a source comprises a personal 

digital assistant (pahn computer) (col. 3, lines 5-10). 
15 Regarding claim 9, Bowden, III et al, teaches the wireless component comprises a 

wireless receiver (Fig. 3, element 102; col. 2, lines 31-32). 

Regarding claim 1 1, Bowden, III et al. teaches a controller, coupled to the 

memory, configured to manage storage and retrieval of a plurality of digital images in the 

memory (col. 2, lines 44-49; col. 3, lines 50-58). 
20 Regarding claim 12, Bowden, III et al. teaches a controller is fiirther configured to 

manage storage and retrieval of the plurality of digital images by executing one or more 

control modules stored in memory (col. 2, lines 34-35; col. 2, lines 44-49; col. 3, lines 

50-58). 
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Regarding claim 14, Bowden, III et al. teaches a method implemented in a digital 
picture frame, the method comprising: receiving a request (interrupt) for a new digital 
picture (coL 3, lines 59-64); receiving the nev/ digital picture via a wireless transfer (col. 
2, lines 31-32); and saving the new digital picture in a memory of the digital picture 
5 frame (col. 2, lines 44-46; Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 16, Bowden, III et al. teaches receiving a new digital picture 
comprises receiving the new digital picture via a wireless transfer (col. 2, lines 31-32) 
from a digital image source external to the digital picture frame (col. 3, lines 5-10). 

Regarding claim 17, Bowden, III et al. teaches a digital image source comprises a 
10 digital camera (see the 102 rejection of claim 7). 

Regarding claim 18, Bowden, III et al. teaches displaying a new digital picture on 
a display of the digital picture frame (col. 4, lines 4-10). 

Regarding claim 20, Bowden, III et al. teaches receiving a request (interrupt) 
comprises receiving a request for a new digital picture from a digital image source 
15 external to the digital picture frame (col. 3, lines 59-64). 

Regarding claim 21, Bowden, III et al. teaches a digital image source comprises a 
digital camera (see 102 rejection of claim 7). 

Regarding claim 22, Bowden, III et al. teaches a wireless updateable digital 
picture frame (col. 2, lines 30-36; col 3, line 59-col. 4, line 10). 
20 Regarding claim 25, Bowden, III et al. teaches a controller (processor) receives a 

request (interrupt) for a new digital picture (col. 2, lines 36-41); and manages reception of 
a new digital picture from a digital picture source via a wireless transfer (col. 2, lines 30- 
36). Bowden, III et al. does not explicitly teach that the controller executes a plurality of 
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stored instructions to perform the above operations from a computer readable media. 
However, it is an inherent feature of a microcomputer processor, as taught by Bowden, 
III et al, that any operation executed by the microcomputer processor must at some point 
be stored as microcomputer instructions inside of the microcomputer processor. As a 
5 result, it is inherent in the microcomputer process of Bowden, III et al. that a plurality of 
instructions executed by the processor are stored in a computer readable media. 

Regarding claim 26, Bowden, III et al. teaches managing reception of a new 
digital picture from a digital camera via a wireless transfer (see the 102 rejection of claim 
25; col. 3, lines 5-10). 

10 Regarding claim 27, Bowden, III et al. teaches a controller receives a request 

(interrupt) for a new digital picture from a digital camera via a wireless connection (col. 
2, lines 35-41; col. 3, lines 5-10). Bowden, III et al. does not explicitly teach a plurality 
of instructions direct the operations of the controller. However, since the controller is a 
microcomputer processor, it is inherent that execution of a plurality of microcomputer 

1 5 instructions are necessary in order to perform high level tasks, such as receiving 
communications requests. 

Regarding claim 29, Bowden, III et al. teaches a digital picture frame comprising: 
means for displaying a digital image; and means, coupled to the means for displaying, for 
receiving the digital image from an external source via a wireless communication (col. 2, 

20 lines 30-41). 

Regarding claim 30, Bowden, III et al. teaches the external source comprises a 
digital camera (see the 102 rejection of claim 7). 
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Regarding claim 31, Bowden, III et al. teaches the means for receiving further 
comprises means for receiving a request (interrupt) for a digital image from a digital 
camera (col. 3, lines 59-64; col. 3, lines 5-10). 



5 Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
10 the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 

invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 3-5, 10, 13, 15, 19, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
15 unpatentable over Bowden, III et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,717,567) in view of Johanson et 
al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0018744). 



Regarding claim 3, Bowden, III et al. teaches a controller, coupled to both a 
wireless component and a display device (Fig. 3; col. 2, lines 34-38). Bowden, III et al. 
20 does not teach that the controller is configured to present on the display device a plurality 
of wireless devices that are currently within communications range of the digital picture 
frame. 

However, Johanson et al teaches a communications method for an electronic 
device; in particular, the electronic device communicates with all nearby electronic 
25 devices in range and then displays each device for a user to select one with which to 

communicate (Paragraph 0015). One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided the 
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capability to display and select other nearby wireless devices in order to allow a user to 
choose another device with which to communicate (e.g., a printer) (Paragraphs 0007 and 
0017). As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to provide the capability to display and select other nearby wireless 
5 devices in order to allow a user to choose another device with which to communicate 
(e.g., a printer). 

Regarding claim 4, Bowden, III et al. teaches a controller (processor) is 
configured to allow a digital image to be received wirelessly (col. 2, lines 30-36). 
Bowden, III et al does not teach selecting one of a plurality of wireless devices. 

10 However, Johanson et al. teaches a communications method for an electronic 

device; in particular, the electronic device communicates with all nearby electronic 
devices in range and then displays each device for a user to select one with which to 
communicate (Paragraph 0015). One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided the 
capability to display and select other nearby wireless devices in order to allow a user to 

15 choose another device with which to communicate (e.g., a scanner) (Paragraphs 0007 and 
0017). As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to provide the capability to display and select other nearby wireless 
devices in order to allow a user to choose another device with which to communicate 
(e.g., a scanner). 

20 Regarding claim 5, Bowden, III et al. teaches transferring pictures to a digital 

picture frame (col. 2, lines 30-41). Bowden, III et al. does not teach a user-actuatable 
mechanism, coupled to the wireless component, and wherein actuation of the user- 
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actuatable mechanism initiates a transfer of a new digital image to the digital picture 
frame. 

However, Johanson et al. teaches a communications method wherein a user 
selects a second electronic device from a display on a first electronic device (Fig. 2, 
5 elements 37, 36, and 40; Paragraph 0015); in particular, the user may select a scanner, as 
the second device, with which to communicate wirelessly (Paragraph 0017). One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have provided the capability to display and select other 
nearby wireless devices in order to allow a user to choose another device with which to 
communicate (e.g., a scanner) (Paragraphs 0007 and 0017). As a result, it would have 

10 been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide the 
capability to display and select other nearby wireless devices in order to allow a user to 
choose another device with which to communicate (e.g., a scanner). 

Regarding claim 10, Bowden, III et al. teaches a wireless component comprises a 
wireless receiver (Fig. 3, element 102), but does not teach that the wireless component 

15 also comprises a wireless transmitter. 

However, Johanson et al. teaches a wireless device comprises both a wireless 
receiver and a wireless transmitter (Fig. 1, element 12). One of ordinary skill in the art 
would provide an electronic device, such as a digital picture frame, with a transmitter in 
order communicate with other electronic devices (e.g, a printer) (Paragraphs 007 and 

20 0017). As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to provide an electronic device, such as a digital picture frame, with 
a transmitter in order communicate with other electronic devices (e.g, a printer). 
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Regarding claim 13, Bowden, III et al. teaches a wireless picture frame displaying 
an image from memory (Fig. 3, element 1 10; col. 3, lines 46-58). Bowden, III et al. does 
not teach the wireless component is fiirther configured to transmit a digital image. 

However, Johanson et al. teaches an electronic device with a wireless component 
5 configured to commimicate with another source external to the electronic device (e.g. a 
printer) (Paragraphs 0015 and 0017). One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
provided an electronic device, such as a digital picture frame, with a transmitter in order 
communicate with another electronic device (e.g., a printer) (Paragraphs 0007 and 0017). 
As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
10 the invention to provide an electronic device, such as a digital picture frame, with a 
transmitter in order communicate with another electronic device (e.g., a printer). 

Regarding claim 15, Bowden, III et al. teaches a digital picture frame 
automatically transfers and displays a digital image from memory after receiving an 
interrupt (col, 2, hnes 30-49; and col. 3, line 59-col. 4, line 10), However, Bowden, III et 
15 al. does not teach receiving a request to transfer a new digital picture from memory; and 
transmitting the new digital picture to an external device. 

However, Johanson et al. teaches a first electronic device enables a user to request 
communication with an external device (e.g., a printer) by selecting the extemal device 
from a displayed list of all nearby devices on the first electronic device. One of ordinary 
20 skill in the art would have provided a first electronic device capable of receiving a user 
request to communication with an extemal device for the purpose of communicating with 
a nearby printer (Paragraphs 0015, 0007, and 0017). As a result, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide a first 
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electronic device capable of receiving a user request to communication with an external 
device for the purpose of communicating with a nearby printer. 

Regarding claim 19, Bowden, III et al. does not teach displaying a plurality of 
wireless devices that are within a wireless communications range of a digital picture 
5 frame; and allowing a user to select one of the plurality of wireless devices from which a 
new digital picture is to be received. 

However, Johanson et al. teaches a communications method for an electronic 
device; in particular, the electronic device communicates with all nearby electronic 
devices in range and then displays each device for a user to select one with which to 

1 0 communicate (Paragraph 00 1 5). One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided the 
capability to display and select other nearby wireless devices in order to allow a user to 
choose another device with which to communicate (e.g., a scanner) (Paragraphs 0007 and 
0017), As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to provide the capability to display and select other nearby wireless 

1 5 devices in order to allow a user to choose another device with which to communicate 
(e.g., a scanner). 

Regarding claim 28, Bowden, III et al. teaches a controller (processor) for 
wirelessly receiving digital images from a device external to a digital picture frame (col. 
2, lines 30-36). Bowden, III et al. does not teach transmitting a digital picture. 
20 However, Johanson et al. teaches an electronic device with a transmitter 

configured to communicate with another source external to the electronic device (e.g. a 
printer) (Paragraphs 0015 and 0017). One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
provided an electronic device, such as a digital picture frame, with a transmitter in order 
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communicate with another electronic device (e.g., a printer) (Paragraphs 0007 and 0017). 
As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to provide an electronic device, such as a digital picture frame, with a 
transmitter in order communicate with another electronic device (e.g., a printer). 
5 Neither Bowden, III et al. nor Johanson et al. explicitly teach a plurality of 

instructions direct the operations of the controller. However, since the controller is a 
microcomputer processor, it is inherent that a plurality of microcomputer instructions are 
necessary in order to perform high level tasks, like transmitting digital pictures 
wirelessly. 

10 

Claims 23-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bowden, III et ai. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,717,567) in view of Khan et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 
6,438,575). 

Regarding claim 23, Bowden, III et al. teaches a wireless component configured 
15 to receive a digital image from an external image source via a wireless communication 
(col. 2, lines 30-32). Bowden, III et al. does not teach that the wireless component is 
removable. 

However, Khan et al, teaches a wireless device capable of receiving information 
(col. 2, lines 17-22) comprising a removable wireless PCMCIA card (col. 12, lines 31- 
20 51). One of ordinary skill in the art would have configured the wireless component as 
being a removable wireless PCMCIA card for the purpose of enhancing the flexibility 
and functionality of the wireless device by enabling it to connect proximately or remotely 
via a cellular or modem interface over any combination of air-links and land-lines (col. 
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12, lines 31-35). As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to configure the wireless component as being a removable 
wireless PCMCIA card for the purpose of enhancing the flexibility and functionality of 
the wireless device by enabling it to connect proximately or remotely via a cellular or 
5 modem interface over any combination of air-links and land-lines. 

Regarding claim 24, please see the 103 rejection of claim 23. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
10 examiner should be directed to Brian Jelinek whose telephone number is (703) 305-4724. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872- 
15 9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
20 more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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